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them in writing....My penne is both wearie and ashamed to
rehearse the outragiousnes of torments devised in this behalfe:
For the number of them is so great, that it can skant well be
noted in a whole skinne of parchement   Moreover the Civill
Lawes, for want of witnesses, doe fetch out the trueth by such
rackinges: And so doe divers other Countries too.    But who
is so harde harted, which, being once released out of so cruell
a Racke, though he bee innocent and faultlesse, would not
yet rather accuse himselfe of all kindes of offences, then againe
to commit himself to the intolerable crueltie of the torment
once proved: and had not rather die at once (seeing death is
the ende of all miseries) then so often to bee killed, and to
sustaine so many hellish furies, painfuller then death it selfe:
And did not you, most worthy Prince, know a certaine offender,
which in such torments accused a worshippefull, yea a right
good and faithfull Knyght of treason, wherein, as hee saide,
they two had conspired together? which treason he himself,
beeing released from the racke, afterward attempted and
accomplished, thereby to acquite himselfe from comming to the
torture againe.   But at the last, by meane of those torments
beeing so maymed in his bodie, that thereby hee was brought
in despaire of his life, and thereupon receiving his howsell1, he
then swore by the same body of the Lord and by the death
which he beleeved that hee should foorthwith die, that the
said knight was innocent and guitlesse in all things whereof
hee had accused him. Howbeit the paines, wherein hee was at
the time of that his accusation, hee said were so extreme, that
rather then he would feele the same againe, he would not
sticke to accuse the said Knight againe, yea and his owne
Father to[o]. This he said,being then at the verie point of death,
which hee beleeved hee could not then escape; no, nor hee
escaped not the death which hee then feared.   But afterward
beeing hanged, at the time of his death hee cleared the saide
Knight of all crimes whereof beefore hee had defamed him.
Thus (0 pittifull case) doe many other wretches, not for the
truthes sake, but forced thereunto by the extremitie of torments*
And what certainetie then can arise of the confessions of
1 eucharist.518                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Medicine and Justice                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         xi v
them in writing....My penne is both wearie and ashamed to
rehearse the outragiousnes of torments devised in this behalfe:
For the number of them is so great, that it can skant well be
noted in a whole skinne of parchement   Moreover the Civill
Lawes, for want of witnesses, doe fetch out the trueth by such
rackinges: And so doe divers other Countries too.    But who
is so harde harted, which, being once released out of so cruell
a Racke, though he bee innocent and faultlesse, would not
yet rather accuse himselfe of all kindes of offences, then againe
to commit himself to the intolerable crueltie of the torment
once proved: and had not rather die at once (seeing death is
the ende of all miseries) then so often to bee killed, and to
sustaine so many hellish furies, painfuller then death it selfe:
And did not you, most worthy Prince, know a certaine offender,
which in such torments accused a worshippefull, yea a right
good and faithfull Knyght of treason, wherein, as hee saide,
they two had conspired together? which treason he himself,
beeing released from the racke, afterward attempted and
accomplished, thereby to acquite himselfe from comming to the
torture againe.   But at the last, by meane of those torments
beeing so maymed in his bodie, that thereby hee was brought
in despaire of his life, and thereupon receiving his howsell1, he
then swore by the same body of the Lord and by the death
which he beleeved that hee should foorthwith die, that the
said knight was innocent and guitlesse in all things whereof
hee had accused him. Howbeit the paines, wherein hee was at
the time of that his accusation, hee said were so extreme, that
rather then he would feele the same againe, he would not
sticke to accuse the said Knight againe, yea and his owne
Father to[o]. This he said,being then at the verie point of death,
which hee beleeved hee could not then escape; no, nor hee
escaped not the death which hee then feared.   But afterward
beeing hanged, at the time of his death hee cleared the saide
Knight of all crimes whereof beefore hee had defamed him.
Thus (0 pittifull case) doe many other wretches, not for the
truthes sake, but forced thereunto by the extremitie of torments*
And what certainetie then can arise of the confessions of
1 eucharist.